7. The authority of Jesus is often appealed to as confirming the Mesaic 
authorship of the Pentateuch, and as convicting of blasphemy against Christ all who 
accept the view that the Old Testament books are of composite authorship. Either 
Moses wrote the Pentateuch, men say, or Jesus was mistaken; and if Jesus was divine; 
He could not have been wieteken, But d@ven if we believe, as we may surely continue 
to do, that Moses was the authorg of the Pentateuch, and that the prophets did not 


Pocede the law. and that the account of the wilderness Lagutahe,. is reliable, 


it is still not necessary to make the trustworthiness of Jesus depend upon the 


conbiumed aw epuante of these views. I believe myself that when Jesus spoke of 
a) probs 
Moses as the author of the Pentateuch, of Isaiah as the author of the pespies of that 
name, and of the Old Testament law in the terms in which He did speak, that His repre= 
sentations arein accord with the facts, and not merely the acceptance of the common 
raccunoay 
judgments of the people which it was not His duty, if He knew their smaceensm, to 
; Ww 
correct, He was teaching certain truthk which were independent of the Wain questions 
involved in the present critical controversy, and which would have been inex= 
tricably if Jesus could have known and should have presented the viewgof the modern 
Jowe a hs, Mey feo, Poot \ 

Old Testament analysis. Those views are not proved! ome of their Pe Coro 

bile rot 
and presuppositions are absurd.; and we may contend that @ Jesus* language did AC Ole 

Yo 4 oF had dave de 
mit Him to their denial, He was in the right. But if these views should be proved, 
an 

it would not alter the authority of Jesus’ teaching, or shake in the slightest degree 
Hits trustworthiness and veracity, and it is neither necessary nor wise to condition 
our trust in Jesus upon views which msy be true or untrue without affecting Jesus! 


trustworthiness. 
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